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Summary

The tribe Leucaniini is a compact group in the subfamily Noctuinae (Noctuidae, Lepidoptera), and contains 151
species of four genera in China. The species of this tribe are distributed from temperate zone to subtropics and
tropics, but especially are diverse in mountains of the monsoon climatic zone. The species of the tribe inhabit various
grassland habitats; the larvae of most Leucaniini are trophically connected mainly with monocotyledon plants,
especially with Poaceae. Some species of the tribe Leucaniini have an economic value: the larvae some of them, like
Mythimna separata cause damage of cereal crop, corn, wheat, rice and millet. Having high migratory ability such
species can suddenly invade on waste regions of agriculture and pastures.

Most species of Leucaniini have rather uniform simplified forewing pattern and straw or rusty-reddish cryptic
coloration. Due high number of similar species, uniform external characters and weakly studied taxonomy of this
group the tribe Leucaniini considered by researchers as difficult taxonomic complex. The literature data on the
genera Mythimna, Leucania and Analetia in China are separated and dispersed in numerous publications in foreign
and Chinese entomological issues, often hardly accessible for the Noctuidae students. The reliable identification of
Leucaniini species requires comparative examination of external characters in combination with male and female
genitalia.

Present book is a guide for identification of the Leucaniini species in Southwest China, where the highest in
Asia diversity of the tribe is registered.

The book contains the diagnoses and illustrations of 92 species of three genera Leucaniini (Mythimna, with
subgenera Mythimna s.str., Pseudaletia, Sablia, Morphopoliana and Hyphilare; Leucania with subgenera Leucania
s.str., Xipholeucania and Acantholeucania; and Analetia with subgenera Analetia s.str. and Anapoma) recorded in
the Southwest China. Among them 24 species are recorded in China for the first time (marked by one asterisk — *)
and eight species firstly recorded for the mainland of China (marked by two asterisks — **). For each species the
following information is provided:

— full taxonomic and nomenclature data;

— detailed diagnoses of external characters and male and female genitalia;

— detailed data on general and local distribution of species;

— colour plates of adult;

— black and white plates of male and female genitalia (in 27 and 25 plated respectively).

The Checklist of 151 species of the tribe Leucaniini recorded in China is presented.

The present research is done on the basis of the collections of the Laboratory of Entomology of the School of

Forestry, Northeast Forestry University.
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