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Summary. Blaiseus hainanensis Qiu et Douglas, sp. n. (Coleoptera: Elateridae)
is described and illustrated based on two male specimens from Hainan Island,
China. This is the second species of the genus Blaiseus Fleutiaux, 1931 known from
China, and the 11th world species. The type specimens were all collected by night
searching in montane forest and kept in the Institute of Entomology, Southwest
University, Chongqing, China.
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Pe3tome. C octpoBa Xaiinaub (Kutait) onucan HoBbIY Buj Blaiseus hainanensis
Qiu et Douglas, sp. n. (Coleoptera: Elateridae). D10 Bropo#i kuraiickuii BUJ poaa
Blaiseus Fleutiaux, 1931, xoropblii B MuUpoBOil (ayHe HacumThiBaeT 11 BHJIOB.
Tunossie OK3EMIIAPBI HOBOI'O BHUJa co6paH1)1 HOYbIO B TOPHOM JICCY U XPAHATCA B
WuctutyTte 3uTOMONOrNy, FOro-Bocrounoro ynusepcutera, r. Uynius, Kurait.

INTRODUCTION

The little known click beetle genus Blaiseus Fleutiaux contained ten species
from East and Southeast Asia, South Africa and North and Central America (Douglas,
2009), and was originally established for the single species B. bedeli (Fleutiaux,
1931). Douglas (2009) revised this genus and added nine species, since then, no
more species were reported. This genus is characterized by simple mandibles, by
aedeagus with split parameres, by tergite IX and sternite IX articulated at their
posterior ends, and by fossorial legs (in most species) (Douglas, 2009, 2017). The
wide distribution of this genus with large apparent distributional gaps suggests that
this is a long-separated lineage with a possibly relictual distribution (Douglas, 2017).

In this paper, we describe a new species from Mt. Jianfengling, Hainan, China.
Habitus, detailed characters and habitat of the species are illustrated. Both types
were collected by forest night searching.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Morphological terminology used in this paper mainly follows Douglas (2009).
Arrows in the figures indicate notable characters. The genital segments of the exa-
mined specimens were macerated in 10% NaOH and observed in glycerin jelly
using a Motic® K400 stereomicroscope and a Leica® M205A stereomicroscope.
Photographs of the specimen and characters were taken using a Leica® M205A
stereomicroscope plus Leica® DFC 550. All photographs were modified in Adobe
Photoshop® CS6.

The type specimens of the new species are deposited in the Institute of Entomo-
logy, Southwest University, Chongqing, China.

TAXONOMY
Genus Blaiseus Fleutiaux 1931

Blaiseus hainanensis Qiu et Douglas, sp. n.
Figs. 1, 2,4-27

MATERIAL EXAMINED. Holotype — male, China: Hainan: Mingfenggu, Mt.
Jianfengling, Ledong County, 990-1000m, 24.IV 2015, leg. Lu Qiu. Paratype: 1
male, same data as the holotype.



DIAGNOSIS. This species has similar male genitalia to Blaiseus daklakensis
Douglas but can be easily distinguished by the following characteristics: 1) body
dark brown, with yellow-brown antennae and legs, elytra with elongate yellow-
brown patches (Figs 1, 2), while B. daklakensis has body pale red-brown, with pale
legs and abdomen, elytral colour uniform (Fig. 3); 2) punctures on pronotal disk
separated by less than their diameter (Fig. 12); separated by more than their diameter
in B. daklakensis; 3) antennae reaching beyond metacoxae, while antennae only
reaching metacoxae in B. daklakensis; 4) dorsal apex of parameres with shallow
pits (Fig. 27, arrows), while dorsal apex protruded in H. daklakensis (Figs 28, 29,
arrow).

Figs 1-3. Habitus of Blaiseus spp. 1, 2 — B. hainanensis sp. n., male holotype: 1 — dorsal
view; 2 — ventral view; 3 — B. daklakensis, male holotype, dorsal view (kept in Bernice P.
Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.A.).

DESCRIPTION. Male. Body length 7.8-8.1 mm, elytra length 5.7-5.8 mm,
pronotum length 1.7-1.8 mm, pronotum width 2.0-2.2 mm, antenna length 6.0-6.1
mm.

Body with yellow-brown pubescence, elytra with weak metallic reflection, dark
brown with elongate yellow stripes at humeri, along suture and the 6th interval on
apical half; head, thorax and abdomen dark brown, antennae and legs yellow-brown
(Figs 1, 2).

Head sparsely pubescent (Figs 4, 6), densely covered with large punctures, mid-
anterior surface slightly depressed (Fig. 11). Antennae (Fig. 17) exceeding meta-
coxae by length of antennomere 11 (Figs 1, 2); labrum small (Fig. 7), flat in lateral
profile, nasale with round pits antero-mesad of antennal fossae.
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Prothorax: pronotum sparsely with pubescence except mid-anterior area (Figs 6,
15), punctures on pronotal disk separated by less than their diameter (Fig. 12). Pos-
terior edge of pronotum with 2 apices mesally; hypomeron with hind edge sinuate
immediately meso-ventrad of hind angles (Figs 5, 8). Prosternum with ventral surface
of prosternal process surface not carinate laterally (Fig. 9, arrow).

Figs 4-14. Male Blaiseus hainanensis sp. n. 4 — head, dorsal view; 5 — head and prothorax,
ventral view; 6 — head and pronotum, anterolateral view; 7 — head, anterior view; 8 — prothorax,
lateral view; 9 — prosternal process (arrow), ventral view; 10 — metacoxal plate (outlined); 11 —
punctures of frons; 12 — punctures on pronotal disc; 13 — punctures of elytral disk; 14 — side
of elytron.

Pterothorax: scutellar shield with posterior apex pointed (Fig. 16). Elytra not
upturned at apex; punctures unequal-sized, round or elongate (Fig. 13); interval 5
costate on apical third; epipleurae irregularly serrate (Fig. 14). Hind wings with
CuAl not forked at junction with MP3+4.
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Figs 15-20. Male Blaiseus hainanensis sp. n. 15 — pronotum; 16 — scutellar shield; 17 —
antennomeres 3 to 11; 18 — protibia and tarsus; 19 — mesotibia and tarsus; 20 — metatibia and

tarsus. (Figs 18, 19, 20 under the same scale).

0.5 mm

Figs 21-24. Male Blaiseus hainanensis sp. n. 21 — tergite VIII, dorsal view; 22 — ventrite
VIII, ventral view; 23 — ventrite and tergite IX, ventral view; 24 — tergite and ventrite X,

dorsal view.
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Legs (Figs. 18-20): femora and tibiae expanded (fossorial); protibiae with
posterior tooth at apex but not at midlength; tarsomere 4 weakly lobed; metacoxa

sudden narrowed at basal third (Fig. 10).
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Figs 25-29. Male genitalia of Blaiseus spp. 25-27. B. hainanensis sp. n., holotype: 25 —
ventral view; 26 — dorsal view; 27 — close-up, ventral view; 28, 29 — B. daklakensis: 28 —
original figure in Douglas (2009), from the paratype, dorsal view; 29 — holotype, dorsal view.
(Figs 25, 26, 28 under the same scale, 29 not to scale).



Abdomen: abdominal segment 8 with tergite normal (Fig. 21), and ventrite non-
lobed (Fig. 22); segment 9 with tergite and ventrite fused anterad, ventrite with
apex round, tergite well sclerited laterally (Figs 23, 24).

Male genitalia (Figs 25-27): median lobe broadest near apex, apex slightly pro-
truded, sides concave throughout basal 3/4 of free portion; parameres with ventral
apices slightly shorter than dorsal (setose) lobes; inner parameres sclerotized; apex
of dorsal lobes with shallow pits (Fig. 27, arrows).

Female unknown.

DISTRIBUTION. China: Hainan (Fig. 31).

NATURAL HISTORY. Specimens were observed lying on leaves of shrubs at
night in the rainforest of Mt. Jianfengling (Fig. 30).

ETYMOLOGY. The species epithet derives from the type locality Hainan Island,
in China.

4
30 - (J/_,ANXX\TWKR\JN\\P‘%X \V\\

ey,
L
y

Ty 31

Figs 30-31. Type locality of Blaiseus hainanensis sp. n. 30 — Mt. Jianfengling forest;
31 — map of Hainan Island (red circle indicates the type locality of the new species).
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