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Summary. New synonymy is proposed for Chalybion (Hemichalybion) sumatranum 
(Kohl, 1884) = Sceliphron clypeatum Pham, 2016, syn. n. and for Holotachysphex mochii 
(de Beaumont, 1947) = Holotachysphex prosopigastroides (Gussakovskij, 1952), syn. n. 
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М. В. Мокроусов. К синонимии двух роющих ос (Hymenoptera: Sphe-

cidae, Crabronidae) из Ориентальной и Палеарктической областей // 
Дальневосточный энтомолог. 2017. N 328. С. 35-36. 

Резюме. Установлена новая синонимия: Chalybion (Hemichalybion) sumatranum 
(Kohl, 1884) = Sceliphron clypeatum Pham, 2016, syn. n.; Holotachysphex mochii (de 
Beaumont, 1947) = Holotachysphex prosopigastroides (Gussakovskij, 1952), syn. n. 

 
New data on synonymy of the digger wasps (Sphecidae, Crabronidae) are given below. I 

am grateful to W. J. Pulawski (California Academy of Science, San Francisco, CA, USA), 
for his assistance in the preparation of this paper, and V. A. Gromenko (Moscow, Russia) for 
the donation of the specimens of H. mochii. 

Chalybion (Hemichalybion) sumatranum (Kohl, 1884) 

Pelopoeus sumatranus Kohl, 1884: 375, ♀. Holotype or syntypes: ♀, Indonesia, Sumatra 
(Naturhistorisches Museum, Wien, Austria). 

Sceliphron clypeatum Pham, 2016: 687, ♀. Holotype: ♀, Vietnam, Thai Binh Province, 
Hung Hà District, Hong Minh (Institute of Ecology and Biological Resources, Vietnam 
Academy of Science and Technology, Hanoi, Vietnam), syn. n. 

NOTES. The original description and illustration of Sceliphron clypeatum Pham, 2016 
make it possible to assign it to the genus Chalybion Dahlbom, 1843, subgenus Hemichalybion 
Kohl, 1918 and identify it as Ch. sumatranum Kohl, the sole representative of the subgenus 
in the East Oriental fauna. The female of Hemichalybion are characterized by the clypeus 
with a longitudinal carina and a rounded or nearly truncate apex (without carina and bilobed 
or bidentate in Sceliphron Klug, 1801); propodeal enclosure separated by wide impression 
(with a deep groove in Sceliphron). The size, coloration and morphology, given in the 
original description of Sceliphron clypeatum Pham, 2016 are entirely identical with those of 
Chalybion sumatranum (Kohl) (Kohl, 1884: 375; 1918: 84). 

Holotachysphex mochii (de Beaumont, 1947) 

Tachysphex mochii de Beaumont, 1947: 676, ♀. Holotype: ♀, Greece, Rhodes (Museo 
Regionale di Scienze Naturali di Torino, Italy). 
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Haplognatha prosopigastroides Gussakovskij, 1952: 249, ♀. Holotype: ♀, Tajikistan, Hissar 

Mountains near Stalinabad [now Dushanbe] (Zoological Institute, St. Petersburg, Russia, 
probably lost), syn. n. 

MATERIAL. Uzbekistan: Surkhandarya Prov., Yakkabag distr., Tatar (Suvlisaj), Hissar 
Mountains, Kyzyldarya riv., 38.84°N 67.09°E, 14.IX 1993 (V. Gromenko), 2♂ [Zoological 
Institute, St. Petersburg, Russia; M. Mokrousov personal collection]. 

DISTRIBUTION. Libya, Greece, Turkey, Israel, Jordan, Iran, Uzbekistan, Tadjikistan. 
NOTES. W. Pulawski (1992) discussed the taxonomic status of H. prosopigastroides 

Gussakovskij, 1952, type species of monotypic Haplognatha Gussakovskij, 1952, and sug-
gested that it could be a junior synonym of H. mochii (de Beaumont, 1947). The collecting of 
H. mochii less than 150 km of the type locality of H. prosopigastroides is supporting of this 
synonymy. 

The doubts about the identity of H. prosopigastroides Gussakovskij and H. mochii (de 
Beaumont) are based on the original figure (Gussakovskij, 1952: Fig. 25), where the median 
clypeal process is given as long and narrow. In the description, however, wrote that the clypeus 
a relatively short, apically with rounded median process. In Gussakovskij’s figure the lateral 
darkened parts are possibly belong to median lobe of the clypeus. If so, we can consider that 
generally the form of the clypeus of H. prosopigastroides corresponds to that of H. mochii. 
The size, coloration and characters, given in the original description of Haplognatha prosopi-
gastroides Gussakovskij, 1952 are entirely identical with those of Holotachysphex mochii (de 
Beaumont, 1947). 
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