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Summary. Thirteen spider species in six families and a harvestman species are reported 
from Bolshoi Shantar Island. Twelve of spiders and harvestmen are new to the island. Yet, 
despite the genera Alopecosa Simon, 1885 and Thanatus C.L. Koch, 1837 and the family 
Philodromidae having also been collected from the Archipelago, they are represented by 
juveniles that cannot be identified to species level. Distribution ranges of all species are 
commented. All records lie within the known species ranges except for Gnaphosa montana 
(L. Koch, 1866), of which record from the Shantar Island represents the easternmost limit of 
the species range.    
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Резюме. На острове Большой Шантар отмечены 13 видов пауков из 6 семейств и 
один вид сенокосца, из них 12 пауков и сенокосец указываются впервые. Пауки родов 
Alopecosa Simon, 1885 и Thanatus C.L. Koch, 1837 и семейство Philodromidae пред-
ставлены неполовозрелыми особями, которые не могут быть определены до вида. 
Обсуждается распространение всех видов. Находки всех видов находятся в пределах 
их известных ареалов, кроме Gnaphosa montana (L. Koch, 1866), для которого остров 
Большой Шантар является  самой восточной точкой ареала. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
The Shantar Islands are the oldest known archipelago of 15 islands in the Sea of Okhotsk, 

which was first reported by Vassiliy Poyarkov in 1645 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Shantar_Islands). The archipelago has never been the subject of arachnological studies. The 
only species known from the largest, Bolshoi Shantar Island is Gnaphosa montana (L. Koch, 

 
17 

 



 
1866), reported by Marusik & Omelko (2014). To date, I have been able to study small spider 
materials collected from Bolshoi Shantar Island by colleagues Mikhail B. Skopets and Nikolai 
Y. Dokuchaev. The aim of the present paper is to provide an annotated list of spider and 
harvestman species found on the major island of the archipelago. 

 
MATERIAL AND METHODS 

 
The material studied was collected by pitfall traps and hand picking by N.Y. Dokuchaev 

(ND) and M.B. Skopets (MS). Habitat data were not provided. There is no overlap of species 
from the two samples.  

Information about distribution limits of the species studied has been taken from several 
sources: viz., Mikhailov (2013), WSC (2023) and Nentwig et al. (2023). Particular distribu-
tion records for all species are based on the author’s many years of collecting and identifying 
experience. Cisokhotia is a region around Sea of Okhotks: north part of Khabarovsk Krai, 
Magadan Oblast, Kamchatka Peninsula, Kurile Islands and northern part of Sakhalin Island. 

LIST OF SPECIES 

Order Aranei 

Family Dictynidae 
 
Dictyna uncinata Thorell, 1856 

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., Summer 2003, 1♀, MS. 
NOTES. The species is distributed across the Palaearctic (WSC, 2023) and also known 

from the north-western Nearctic (https://www.gbif.org/species/2144975). The occurrence of 
D. uncinata in North America is not documented in WSC (2023). 
 

Family Gnaphosidae 
 
Gnaphosa montana (L. Koch, 1866) 

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., Summer 2003, 1♀, MS. 
NOTES. The species has a trans-Palaearctic range and the Shantar Islands represent its 

easternmost known locality. It is the only species that has been known from the Archipelago 
earlier (Marusik & Omelko, 2014). There are only two records of this species in the Far East, 
namely environs of Khabarovsk and Shantar Archipelago (Marusik & Omelko, 2014; 
Mikhailov, pers. com.). 
 
Haplodrassus stuxbergi (L. Koch, 1879)  

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 1♂, 1♀, ND. 
NOTES. The species has a Siberio-Nearctic arcto-boreal range; rather common in the 

Cisokhotia. 
 
Micaria pulicaria (Sundevall, 1831)  

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 2♀, ND. 
NOTES. It is a circum-Holarctic boreo-nemoral species; common in the Cisokhotia. 
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Family Linyphiidae 

 
Bathyphantes eumenis (L. Koch, 1879)  

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 1♀, ND. 
NOTES. The species has a circum-Holarctic arcto-boreal range; very common in the 

Cisokhotia. 
 
Diplocentria bidentata (Emerton, 1882) 

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 1♂, ND. 
NOTES. Thу species has a circum-Holarctic boreo-nemoral range; very common in the 

Cisokhotia. 
 
Helophora insignis (Blackwall, 1841) 

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., Summer 2003, 7♂♀, MS. 
NOTES. The species has a circum-Holarctic boreo-nemoral range; common in the 

Cisokhotia. 
 
Incestophantes kochiellus (Strand, 1900) 

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 1♂, ND. 
NOTES. The species has a trans-Palaearctic arcto-boreal range; common in the Cisokhotia. 

 
Stemonyphantes sibiricus (Grube, 1861) 

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 1♂, 1♀, ND. 
NOTES. The species has been recorded from eastern Siberia, but its exact western 

distribution limits are not known yet; not common. 
 
Tmeticus tolli Kulczyński, 1908  

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 12♂, 11♀, ND. 
NOTES. The species has a Siberian range; very common in east Siberia. 

 
Family Lycosidae 

Alopecosa sp. 
 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 1 juvenile ND. 
NOTES. A positive identification of juvenile lycosids is impossible in most cases. The 

commonest species in the Cisokhotia is Alopecosa aculeata (Clerck, 1757). 
 
Pardosa palustris (Linnaeus, 1758)  

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 113♂♀, ND. 
NOTES. The species is known across the entire Palaearctic and north-western Nearctic. 

In Europe, it is known from northern Norway to southern Greece, while in Siberia occurs in 
the boreal zone. Very common along the coastal zone in northern Cisokhotia. 
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Family Philodromidae 

Thanatus sp. 
 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 1 juvenile, ND. 
NOTES. A positive identification of juvenile philodromids is impossible. The most 

common species in the Cisokhotia is T. formicinus (Clerck, 1757). 

Family Theridiidae 

Enoplognatha caricis (Fickert, 1876) 
 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., Summer 2003, 1♀, MS. 
NOTES. The species has a circum-Holarctic distribution. In Europe, it is restricted to the 

nemoral zone. In Siberia, the northernmost locality is the vicinity of Magadan (c. 59.6ºN). 
Common in northern the Cisokhotia, Kamchatka and the Kurile Islands. 

Family Thomisidae 

Xysticus britcheri Gertsch, 1934  
 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 1♂, 1♀, ND. 
NOTES. The species has a Siberio-Nearctic arcto-boreal range. There are few records 

from the European part of Russia (north) and Belorussia (Nentwig et al., 2023). 
 

Order Opiliones 

Family Phalangiidae 
 
Mitopus morio (Fabricius, 1779)  

 
MATERIAL EXAMINED. Bolshoi Shantar I., 26–28.VII 2018, 35♂♀ and juveniles, 

ND. 
NOTES. The species has a circum-Holarctic range; very common in the Cisokhotia. 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
The most interesting record among all the studied arachnids is that of Gnaphosa montana, 
representing the easternmost locality of this trans-Palaearctic species that has only few re-
cords in Siberia. All other species are found within their known distribution ranges. Indeed, 
thirteen spider species found on the major island of the archipelago are likely to represent a 
small fraction of its entire fauna. For instance, there are 57 species of spiders recorded from 
Wrangel Island located much farther north in the high Arctic (Khrulyova et al., 2022). By 
conservative estimates, the spider fauna of the archipelago may include at least 200 species. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

I thank Kirill G. Mikhailov (Moscow, Russia) for providing help with tracing distribution, 
Mikhail B. Skopets (Khabarovsk, Russia) and Nikolai E. Dokuchaev (Magadan, Russia) who 
collected material. English of the earlier draft was edited by Dmitri V. Logunov (St. 
Petersburg, Russia). 

 
20 

 



 
REFERENCES 

 
Khrulyova, O.A., Tanasevitch, A.V. & Marusik, Y.M. 2022. Spiders (Aranei) of Wrangel 

Island, Russia. 1. New data on the species composition and distribution. Arthropoda 
Selecta, 31(4): 501–525. DOI: 10.15298/arthsel.31.4.12 

Marusik, Y.M. & Omelko, M.M. 2014. A survey of East Palaearctic Gnaphosidae (Araneae). 
3. On new and poorly known Gnaphosa Latreille, 1804. Zootaxa, 3894(1): 10–32. DOI: 
10.11646/zootaxa.3894.1.4  

Mikhailov, K.G. 2013. The spiders (Arachnida: Aranei) of Russia and adjacent countries: a 
non-annotated checklist. Arthropoda Selecta, Supplement, 3: 1–262. 

Nentwig, W., Blick, T., Bosmans, R., Gloor, D., Hänggi, A. & Kropf, C. 2023. Spiders of 
Europe. Version 7.2023. Available at: https://www.araneae.nmbe.ch (accessed 8 July 
2023). DOI: 10.24436/1  

WSC. 2023. World Spider Catalog. Version 24. Natural History Museum Bern. Available at:  
http://wsc.nmbe.ch (accessed 8 July 2023). DOI: 10.24436/2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
21 

 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




