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Abstract 

In the communication pictures of spotted seals on the ice in the creek Tikhaya Zavod (Nature 

Reserve Zakaznik “Zaliv Vostok”, Vostok bay) are presented. This is the first documented record of 

spotted seals in this area. 
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Spotted seal – Phoca largha Pallas, 1811 (Phocidae) is a common pinniped in 

the coastal waters of the Russian Pacific [Burns et al., 2009; Mizuno et al., 2002; 

Boveng et al., 2009]. In the Primorye region spotted seals were observed along the 

whole coastline from north to south [Trukhin, 2002; 2005]. Unfortunately in the papers 

dedicated to the spotted seal distribution in the Peter the Great Bay, which includes the 

Vostok Bay, no any data on the Vostok Bay is presented [Nesterenko, Katin, 2013; 

2015]. There were only fragmentary communications on spotted seal sightings in the the 

Vostok Bay [Nechaev, 2014]. Nearest observation point where spotted seals were 

detected during dedicated survey is in the bay next to Vostok Bay – Nakhodka Bay, 

Krasnyi Cape [Trukhin, Mizuno, 2002; Trukhin, 2005]. 

In the present communication the first record of spotted seal in the creek 

Tikhaya Zavod (Vostok Bay, the Sea of Japan) is documented. Pictures were taken from 

the shore in the Avangard village on the 31th December 2018, camera – Canon Rebel 

XTI, lens Sigma 17-125 mm (Fig. 1). The estimated distance to the animals was 

300-350 m. There were 7 or 8 individuals lying on the edge of ice (Fig. 2; Fig. 3). In a 

couple minutes seals got into the water and stayed near the ice field. No further 

observations were conducted. 
 

References 

Burns J. J., 2009, Harbor Seal and Spotted Seal: Phoca vitulina and P. largha, in Encyclopedia of 

Marine Mammals (Second Edition), pp. 533–542. 

Nesterenko V. A., Katin I. O., 2013, Covremennoye sostoyaniye populyatsii i ugrozy stabil’nomu 

sushchestvovaniyu largi (Phoca largha) v zalive Petra Velikogo Yaponskogo morya [Current 

                                                 
Authors data: Sergey Alekseevich Tyurin, Candidate of Biological Sciences (PhD), researcher, NSCMB FEB RAS, 

Vladivostok.  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/book/9780123735539
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/book/9780123735539


БИОТА и СРЕДА                                                                                                                      2019. № 1 

61 

 

status of the spotted seal (Phoca largha) population and threats to its stable existence in Peter the 

Great Bay], Amurian zoological journal. vol. 2, pp. 213–221. (in Russ.) 

Nesterenko V. A., Katin I. O., 2015, Use of space by immature spotted seals (Phoca largha) in Peter the 

Great Bay (Sea of Japan) breeding area, Russian journal of theriology, vol. 14, no. 2, pp. 163–170.  

Mizuno A. W., Wada A., Ishinazaka T., Hattori K., Watanabe Y. and Ohtaishi N., 2002, Distribution and 

abundance of spotted seals Phoca largha and ribbon seals Phoca fasciata in the southern Sea of 

Okhotsk, Ecological Research, vol. 17, pp. 79–96. 

Nechaev V. A., 2014, Mlekopitayushchiye (Mammalia) poberezh’ya zaliva Vostok Yaponskogo morya 

[Mammals (Mammalia) of the Coast of Vostok Bay, Sea of Japan], Biodiversity and Environment 

of Far East Reserves, no 1, pp. 136-139. (in Russ.)   

Trukhin A. M., 2005, Larga [Spotted seal], 246 p., Dalnauka, Vladivostok. (in Russ.) 

Trukhin A. M., Mizuno A. W., 2002, Distribution and abundance of the largha seal (Phoca largha Pall.) 

on the coast of Primorye Region (Russia): a literature review and survey report, Mammals Study, 

vol. 27, pp. 1-14. 

 

 

 

Figure 1. The area of survey: white arrow – direction of shooting; red square – the place where 

spotted seals were sighted 
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Figure 2. Spotted seals on the ice (wide angle view)  

 

 
 

Figure 3. Spotted seals on the ice (narrow angle view) 

 


